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are supporsed to go to the clinic, rhe mis-
carries. It reems that the universe made a
choice, too...

fummer 2003: After 10 years of volunteer-
ng at clinicy, the last straw breaks. | am
rtrong and fierce. Almost bulletproof, at
imes. But after hearing yet another “loving
christian” call my father a faggot, | realize
‘hat there ir going to be too much of a
slash between my pacifirm and my derire
'0 help the patients. While | keep my cool
2nough, | know that the next time | hear
romeone call het members of my family a
‘ag, I'm going to go to jail for asrault. I've
nostly given up at the clinics here.

'he photo irs from last fall (2005) taken on
sampus where | work.

Ny beliefr and thoughts around reproduc-
ive rights are cliched, but accurate: My
3ody, My Choice. Every Child A Wanted
hild. Adept. Universal Health Care.
‘unded accesr to BC, EC, and pre+postna-
al care. Itr not that hard to wrap your
yead around, hmm..?.

30

Decg-dent

As is almost always the case, | save writing
the introduction to Mutate until the end. That
way | can review what’s going on in the cur-
rent issue, and use the intro as a launching
point. With that in mind, here we go...

. First off, this may be the penultimate Mutate

Zine. | make no guarantees, but about 18
inonths ago, | decided that my goal for
Mutate was to put out 10 issues, then compile
them into an anthology. So as you are read-
ing this, probably in the spring and summer of
2006, I'm working with designers and editors
to clean up all of the mistakes, spelling errars,
and, oddities that come from using a photo-
copier as a self-publishing tool. My sincere
hope is that the Mutate Zine Anthology (I'll
come up with a clever name later) will be
ready to hit the streets by the Winter Solstice
(21 December) of this year.

Part of the reason that this may be it for a
while is that I've taken on a number of other
zine projects. In between Mutate #9 and this
issue, | put out a zine called “SoyBoi! - Queer
Adventures in My Vegetarian Kitchen.”
SoyBoi is a vegi/vegan cookbook zine. | real-
ly enjoyed the project, and want to do a fol-
lowup this coming summer. 1've also put out a
couple of free minizines, and am currently
working on a slightly longer one called “The
Reluctant Zine Librarian.”

“The Reluctant Zine Librarian” is a first attempt
to talk about my experiences with zine librari-
anship. For the past 3 years, I've been work-
ing with C. and-other queer zinesters and fans
to digitize and catalog zines with LGBT con-

tent and/or by queer zinesters. QZAP, the
Queer Zine Archive Projedt, is increasingly 3
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on it with the knowledge that folks interested
in DIY publication and queer culture/counter-
culture will have access to publications and
ephemera that would just disappear by their
very nature. At the time of this publication,
we have almost 100 different zines online, all
available for free to anyone. We are adding
more every week, and will continue to do so
for the foreseeable future.

1 IWVYG YYUWI l\llls

In the process of getting out and promoting
soth Mutate and QZAP (and all of the other
zine projects in my world), I've noticed a very
nteresting phenomenon. | call it “Fear of A
Well-Designed Zine.” When tabling at zine
‘estivals around the country, people seem very
afraid of this fishwrap. I'm not sure if it's
secause | do digital layout, or if it's because
he zine is free, or it's just the content that
icares people off. |'m not parficularly con-
serned about it, but it’s been interesting to
vatch people pick up copies of Mutate, flip -
hrough it, and then put it down and walk
wway. It's not like there’s a cover price, so I'd
hink people who are interested would relish o
thance for some free art/reading material.
imm... If must be the content.

he Content. Now there’s an interesting idea.
Mhenever anyone asks about the next issue,
he inevitable question | gef following is,
Does it have a theme?2” My usual answer is
1at mutate is a queer-punk-pop-culture zine.
Yhile that's certainly true for #10, | think that
1is issue is “The Sex Issue.” | mentioned it to
*K a couple of weeks ago, and she said
Mutant, they’re ALL the sex issues.” So be it.

or the first time in a long while, there is no
iterview in this issue. Mostly due to laziness,
ut also because | haven't heard any musi-
ians who really rocked my socks enough, nor
1 have | had a chance or inclination to con-

"Aug. 6,1992 -

n mllwoukee i contmue to der‘end
.Milwaukee abortion clinicsr and escort

KHnves L,

Joringl/ummer 1992: Operation: Rescue and
Missionaries to the Pre-born invade
Milwaukee, bringing tens of thousrandr of
fundamentalist Christian protesters to
women’ health clinics around the city. At
the rame time, my parents rabbi gives o
sermon explaining that it ir our duty ars
jews to help keep the clinics open. Ar a

_result, my whole family gets involved pro-
“tecting Milwaukee’ clinics.

In @ masr attack dgainst a

clinic in Brown Deer, WI, hundreds of Anti-
Choice protersters get arrested, many of
them children under the. age of 18, Also
mistakenly arrested'is iy sisder. Chqrgeﬂ
with disorderly conduct, she ir r,efeq;_ed? to
my parents custody, and told: tokeep het-
norse clean.

patients through the throngs of fundie

“christians” that still target clinics (to thir

day, my father still volunteers every ratur-
day at clinics defending choice.)

Jpring/fummer 1996: After careful negotia-
tion and lots of dircusrion, my lovegkuck
buddy and | make a choice to NOT use a
condom. Once. One time. | go to study
abroad for the summer, and rhe is preg-
nant. | choose to come back to New York,
and'together we choore to terminate the
pregnancy. On the morning that we 29
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resterday (1/22/06) was apparently “8log
‘or Choice” day. | must have misred the
mnemo, or it got shuffled ars | wars cleaning
>ut my office. No matter, a day late won't
wrt. Now how? about a timeline for yall:

977: Rr my parents were in the process of
sonceiving and bearing their 2nd child (my
>eautiful sirter) their rynagogue war doing
2 complimentary rcreening for Tay-fachr, (
vwuw.ntsad.orglpagesst-rachshtm ) It turned
»ut that ene of them, was a genetic carrier
or the diseare; Lickily, the other one way-
vt, but a falre poritive on the first test
‘eemed to indicate otherwise. At that point
n their lives, they were facing o choice. It
urned out that they didn't need to abort
he fetus, but had results been different,
hey might have done. Luckily, they were
yaby-making in a post Roe world.

989: High school health class, Freshman
jear - During the unit on human srexuality,
ue had twoe guest speakers The woman
-om “Bread and Roses” WG health
:linic came into class and ¢almly and
iceuratelydescribed o. nurber, of proce-
lures that the clinic petformed; including
ounrseling, birth control digpension, and
bortion as a:medical prooedure The
Joman from Wirconsin nght te Life also
ame into clas; and spent the: entire class-

eriod shouting at us.and’ teltmg us that
bortlon providers “cut the baby up with

tact anyone. Even without the interview,
there’s a lot of aweseme matefial in. hete.

J*K delivers yet again with a great pigce.
about voluntary celibacy. My pal Mel has
contribufed an article about Suicide Girls and
the nature of DIY porn, Miss Althaea writes
about her amazing tools, and there ARE.a
couple of musictbook reviews. Two of the
pieces |'ve written are among my favés'in this -
issue: In the centerfold, you'll find an vpdated
“Hanky Code” that has taken me 3 years to
put together, and I've also written. a.piece
about conscientious objection efd: selective
service. Please, Please, Please, if* you ateg®
teenager, or have contact with young aduh‘s
about to turn 18, share this article with fhem‘.
It's so important to know that there are safe:
and legal alternatives when registering for
selective service. Finally, because | needed a -
little filler, | am. republishing a blog enfry f from
earlier this year that | wrote on: Blog for N
Choice Day.

Since the beginning of Mutate, I've frled hard
to camouflage my gender. Because of the
nature of “The Choice Is- Yours” | think the:
cat's out of the bag, so to speak. Cutfing to+
the chase, I'm & bio boy. I've got-d pems,
and | am usually ok with it. Ti’s nof fhat i ifpor-
tant in the grand scheme: of thmgs, but if helps
me to urinate, and | do derive pleasure fram
it, There, I've said it. Now, in: fhe lmmon‘al
words of Marvin Gaye: : ‘

Let’s Get It Onl

“xoM, April 2006



Suicide Is
vt [Painful

SuicideGirls.com really bums me out. | held on
to my love for SG for a long time. My undergrad femi-
aist porn teacher didn’t even agree with my enthusi-
asm over the site. | just really wanted to cream my
Feminist and forthcoming academic pants over this
site.

If you aren’t familiar with the site, let me do
ny best to summarize the loaded site.
dunk/indie/emo/goth-inspired girls model in a pin-up
style fashion. The photography is top notch. The girls
ire required to have some body modification to
nodel for SG. It appears there is a demand to be a
suicide Girl. Anyone can apply to model online:

The marketing for the site is a bit sickening.
Fhroughout the few years the site has been around,
‘he photography's quality has improved along with the
narketing. Beyond thé punk-inspired shirts, SG-logo
itrewn undiés and stickers, and Dave Navarro as a
:lothing model (wtf?), there is that lovely iPod mar-
teting scheme going down with SG.

When the iPod with video capabilities

aunched this fall, a surprising SG angle came with it.

3G was one of the first porn sites to offer iPod users
he ability to buy video of Suicide Girls doing whatev-
ir they do for the camera—for the iPod user to drool
wver on a tiny screen with white headphones.
So why am | writing about this with slight sar-
:asm and/or cynicism? It is because | am getting sick
f awésome, independent, DIY media forms being
xploited By the mainstream. | hold the opinion that
aany =+ once a subculture
" . creation gets
~ sucked up by main-
stream society, it is
the end of any-
thing meaningful
from that creation.
And maybe

. my teacheris
_ right—the site was-
- n't that cool to
¥ begin with. But, |
think SG is
. redeeming for a
few reasons. One,

5 the site features girls that do not subscribe to

o)
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?avorites. with some
other tracks that PDs
later albums. It's really |
the Videos that make it,. 3
however. In many cases
the audio is crap, but
this collection includes
concert footage, and
obvious transfers from
VHS of San Francisco
cable access programs. | also love the liner notes.
It's neat to read John's writing abbut the songs
themselves, and why they were chosen. While |

" think all of the Pansy Division albums are. worth

purchasing, this and 1995's Pile Up should be

enough to show membership in The Cocksucker
Club.

In December | got a text message from Martin that
said “| just saw Saint Morrissey at Books, Inc. and
thought of you.” Coupled with a BookSense card, |
went'to my own local independent bookseller in
January and picked up a copy. It then languished
on the table in the dining room until a recent trip
back to California. Luckily for me, a 4 hour flight
and 2 and a half hours stuck in the Minneapolis air-
port was enough time tq gobble this book in one
fell swoop.

Originally published in the UK in 2003, Saint
Morrissey is a lovely examination of both the
Mozzer himself, and author Mark Simpson'’s relation
to both the Smiths and Morrissey's solo careers.
This biography paints a compellirig story of growing
up in 1960's Manchester, a fascination-with movie
stars and singers like James Dean and Sandie Shaw,
and how Steven Patrick Morrissey helped change

“the music world as we know it. The book itself is

sk il By

quite compréhensive in
it's coverage of Moz as a
boy, his work with The
#Smiths, and all of the var-
lious twists and turns of
il .
fihis psyche as it relates to
the press, fandom, and
sexuality throughout his
career. Allin all, it's'well
worth the read for fans,
affectionados, and any-
one who is interested in
music/queer/pop culture.
Saint‘Morriuey by Mark
Simpson (272 pages,
HISBN: 0743276906)

27




In between issues of Mutate, | can’t begin to tell
you how muych media | consume. Even without

cable TV, having given up the NetFlix, never sub-

¢:Store, | still find myself
Among the most recent are a

oor another. As far
edia, | hope that
Fat'i write about

The Wet
Spots:
Ribbed: -

ust _
1eavenly.’ @ 9 o
ound otit aboutEWS frani‘a post to théir video
heir hit ‘Do YotirTake 8! s o o ;
http;//www.gquigb:_ag.ty/vide,o,/do_yo.u_take_it--.htm)
\Mfter watching.the video, | knew that | had to own
he CD. Of course, it seems that the only way to
et it is to order it from Cass King herself. So with

little PayPal‘dction ($15 CDN), 1 had it winging to
1y door in & matter of minutes. The sound itself is
reat. Totally torchy with ribald lyrics that make me
lush and smile. Whenever I listen to it, | imagine
1yself in a.cabaret; front table, while. a. busty
runette leans over bearing her cleaveage and
relodically asking me if | take it in the ass.
ww.wetspotsmucic.com

P AR
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ansy Division-« The Esséntial Pansy Division-
irus343/Alternative Tentacles) I've loved PD since
1e late 1990s: In fact, they were the first interview
did, back.im-Mutate #2. While | was picking up the
aw Punk.Planet (to read a review of one of my
ther zines), | also snagged this CD. What | had
rgotten was that in addition to being a “best of”
bum, theré is al¢s the DVD included. That alone
ade it worth the sticker price. Plus | got it at

6 Atomic Records, which | love. The CD is

. g0 no farther than say-

“normative”
beauty, Two, the Y
users of the site are @
pretty awesome. ;
Users are allowed to -
post on a variety of
message boards.
They also can post
comments on a
model’s personal area
on the site. The com-
ments left for the girls

ing how hot or beautiful
the photos of the girls 4
are. Many times
users like to leave
commients for the
models about how
they share apprecia- £
tion for the same
band, book, or film. Thi:
models you want to fuck the n up the ass or anything:. .
These girls demand-and get respect.

What are the non-redeeming qualities of the -
site? The girls are way too hot. Thegirls may have-
face tattoos and metal through their tits, but the. -

- make-up and stiletto heels scream, ‘typical porn

model look!” Because the site celebrates women who
look different than most of society, it.would help to
have girls that aren't size 6 and bought their.shoes
from the local stripper store. OK, not a// the girls are
perfectly molded to be models. But, the majority
resembles the mold, and that is pretty ironic.

The site also has this fishy thing going on with.
the mix of punk and capitalism. Of course there is
much to say about the mainstream. usage of punk aes--

“thetics. Regardless, the girls on the site use

punk/emo/indie/goth signifiers. All those subcultures
can be boiled down to a vague term of alternative~ .
although | dislike that word. -
Beyond the fashion. of these subcultures is the.
value system that resists a lot of mainstream society. -

+One value is being anti-consumer. People who identi-

fy with these various subcultures live in a way that. .
denounces the obsessively consumer driven society.
This is not true for all of the subcultures’ members,
but it'is definitely a strong value held by many.

Anyway, my point being: SG uses punk/alterna-...
tive/whatever style to market their girls. The users: - .
also appear to identify with the style, Yet, the values

held by the subcultures represented seem to be
thrown out the window. People must pay a good 7
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is a SG bogok, a’tounng burlesqué show, and the afore-
menhoned merchandlse for sale. This doesn't seem
too antl-consumer to me.

Fmally, the most dls‘burbmg thing | found is left
as my finale, The girls that look'more punk than most
of the modg!s have had some of their photo sets
taken down, Gitls that enjoy: taking pictures with
slood, and | think wéapons, were censored. | am not
9os|t1ve what the sets looked like because | can only
sasé ‘my assumptions on the photo sets’ title and
abscure image (to reel in users). Once | clicked on a
shoto set | believed was a bit hard core for the site,
ind sure enough; it was gone. The reason? Well a cute
sicture of Attomey General Alberto Gonzales shows
1p Wwhere the sexy
>loody photOs once -
vere. ‘.

The War on
dorn is.blamed for the
sensoritig, and SG
1sefs are directed to:a
nessage board discus-
ion on the taking
lown 'of photo sets. This is what bums me out more
han anything. It is self-censorship of a site devoted
o showecasing girls that don't fit in with mainstream
ociety. Again, this is.another ironic erotic twist on
he site.

In comparison, check out BellaVendetta.com, a
ite with a similar lay out and similar models. The dif-
erence? Well for one, the main page has a banner
rith a naked girl smothered in her own blood. BY
rakes sure the users of the site know all blood play is
or real. | cannot be sure of SG. It doesn’t matter any-
ray. Maybe the War on Porn is so vicious now SG has
o be careful. See, this is what happens when progres-
ive things get exposure. The content has to be modi-
ied and the extreme gets suppressed. SG never
laimed to be many things—feminist, punk, anti-con-
umer. But just because the site doesn’t stake claims
oes not mean there are obvious undertones to what
i really going on. The site has potential to be many
1ings but got trampled on by capitalistic and con-
tmerist goals.

My advice is to support places like BV and real-
'look closely at what is going on with these “alterna-
ve” sites. The more DIY/indie media that gets com-
iercialized, the less there is for us to enjoy. Of
surse we can just start making our own, but then the
cious circle starts all over again. Are you going to be
1e one who drops values for money?

3

>

' Jany day.

Trent... weil, he’s totallymy| ho
skinny and talllsh. wlth nice
and tats. The soul patch woule
go, though. T

These sexy
toons come
from across
the stars
seeking boun-
. tYy... and they
can have mine

Splke, llke .

is mg faveé o
derfuckin kid after my own heart. Of
course with hir it would be all cybersex,
since ze spends most of hir time goggled
in, but foral3 year old of mdetermlnate
gender with mad hackmg skllls it could
be digital sex the way it was m'eant to
be.

r

-While writing this, | realized that this

phenomenon has been with me'sirice
childhood. [ just never would have
thought about whycattoons Tik N
Quest, James Bond Jr., Jem and The =
Holograms, or Beverly Hills Teens were
such a lovely suck of my precious view-
ing hours. It seems that now, looking
back, [ really just wanted to shag them.
Which is as it should be. Bechuse pop
culture just isn’t doing it’s job if it can't
arouse aprurient interest. And ughen it
comes to certain cartoons, it’s certainly
aroused mine.
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still... Kim's gymnastic skills, her oft-
bared midriff, and her great costumes
make her deliciously fuckable. Who
wovldn’t want to get it on with the red-
headed cheerleadér who is alse a super
heroine, and looks stunning in a cocktail
dress? Ron,on the other hand, is justas
lovable: He's got monkey-ninja style,
always groovin’ in his cute cargos
(whickl prefe¢to believe he picked upat
a surplus store rather than Aberzombie
& Feltch; AND have an amazing ability to
come 6ff atjust the wrong times, bear-
ing his ddorable boxers) and the Rufus...
Naked Mole Ratjust screams sex toy!

The hufidnoids from ReBoot - Rendered
in déliciobs curvy and muscular CG, 1
wovld rollirovnd on the futon with Dot
Matrix; Bob, Mouse, Matrix, and
AndrAlal The added bonus is always:
going dowrnon someone with bive or
green skin, and coming up after without

body-paint on the mouth.

B
!
;
¢
7

“It is a tragedy, | teel, that peo-
Ple of a ditferent sexual ggpe, are
caught in a world which shows so
hatean - EHeE understanding for homo-
scxuals, IS SO crasslg. indifferent
to the various gradations and
variations of gender and their
cat signhcicance in life. Far be it
or me to seek to evaluate these
Pcople as inferior, less moral, or
incc_japablc of highcr Fcch'ngs and

actions.”

et would be nice. W

‘UMY Shie’s cute-
- anddark and

fs glasses and
peaks heimind? Plus she
lushes so cutelgty Emma Goldman in a letter to Dr. Magnus
Hirschfeld, March, 1923 9
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it's an older tale, but one that | think needs to be told. It's
about making sure that our lovely government here in the
US knew me. Too many young people disappear under the
radar, keep their noses clean, and never get to make their
presence known to The Powers That Be. While I'm older
and wiser now, and generally try to keep my ego in check,
when | was a young mutant | was much bolder with my affil-
iations and sense of self.

Startiﬁg at about the age of
13 or 14‘ | began to really

ead numerous
books, | biegan to write a lit-
tle,-and came to the conclu-

_ d ettm_ my thoughts, ideas, and feelmgs be known.
Wh;ch"'ls'exactly what | did.

In the summer of 1992 there was a lot going on in my life.
One of the things that | was wrestling with was coming out,
but another was trying to figure out what to to about
Selective Service registration. Since 1959 in the US, males
aged 18-26 must register with the SSS to ensure that
everyone has an (allegeedly) equal opportunity to become
cannon fodder should a military draft be reinstated.
According to the Selective Service System website
(http://www.sss.gov):

“If you do not register, you could be prosecuted and fined up to
$250,000 and/or be put in jail for up to five years. Registration is also
a requirement to qualify for Federal student aid, job training benefits,
and most Federal employment.”

As | was planning on attending college, and really didn't
rave a quarter of a million dollars, nor a desire to spend
:ime in jail, | was in a bit of a quandary. Clearly, not register-
ng was an option, but one that would have an impact on my
ife for years to come. Luckily, | had done quite a bit of
romework, and came across another solution:
Zonscientious Objector Status.

10 A Conscientious Objector is a person who is opposed

Toon Ip, 7%‘@:
On, G3E OFfss

aaa"

iIf you're like me, you probablg, gsem'up
with popular culture as aninfluenceon
your life to some degree. Also. like me,
your sexuality has probably | been undef
the influence of same, M_g;l,qmnrﬂ__glgyle :

_ stars, celebrities and politicians may

have played a partinyour pervy, fan-. .
tasies. If you're aregular teadet of .. .
Mutate, you may have noticed that l
often will take a page ortwo to spout my
erotic fantasies of rockers who have . .
helped me play air guitar on my naughty
bits while spread out naked onmy futon.
Sexy queers like Moz, Joan Jett,and Mr .
Bowie are as dreamy to thmk about
scromping as they are to listen to. -

This time around, I'm gomg to sh ..
gears. It occurred to me during a maglc
brownie filled evening that L have devel-
oped a list of animated fantasy ma"t_ rial.
Unlike David, Joan, or Stephen, | who are
flesh, mg desires to get iton llllth car-




them close |

am also sliding

Oma. leaninq

my imaginary

cock into
them, against
them, rubbing
it on them

un’cil | come

if l:hey are Fa?'nlasuzmg ’cl‘la{ those aren't just.my
fingers filling them up and dancing across
their bedies. Jt's like some kind of poltergeist
in my pants that leaks its hunger into the
depths of:my subeonscious. More and more |
have to ask, am:| leading my dyke cock into

trouble? or is it leading me?”

STORE,
.+ CU4)262-9338

_ and once done, is

- Below is the basuc |nfo on how to complle a clarm

to all wars, period.
There is no such
thing as a “good
war.” Most COs
believe that all con-
flicts can be solved
through non-violent
means.

To register with
Selective Service as
,a COis a process,
but it's worthwhile,

permanent l m sure
that in the process it |
will put you on the
Feds radar. I'd fike
to think that merely
by doing 5.9' | man-
aged to get myself a
handy-dandy file in
Washmgton somewhere. Add to that years of volunteermg
at women's health clinics, workmg with ACT UP, and trylng
to bring condoms and better sex ed. to my hlgh school and
it's pretty rhuch a lock. '

From The Central Committee on Consuen‘aous Ob;ectlon
(http://objector.org): :

How to Compile a CO Clairf

) $10 plus s+h, if interested you can order onhne at our

1) If you register with S5, write that you are a CQ onthe

, card before sending it in. Phatocopy the card and send it to

yourself and leave it sealed.

2) Write a statement of beliefs that explain why, how,
when, where, etc. that you became a CO. List anything that '
could have influenced your beliefs against war and k!mng,
such as religion, films, books, events you attended, etc.

3) Find 3 people who know you very well who can write a'
letter on your behalf supporting your beliefs as a CO

4) Write a letter to CCCO explaining that you are a 1
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don't archive-thiese letters but we will send you
nf“r"mlng we have received your letter. Keep that
"M Us as part of your CO file. You can send your CO
le.ta the. to be archlved

5) Compile all of these documents and get them notarized.

3) Put them in a safe place and if you get drafted you can
sent this clalm to your local draft board and your
hancesuaf gettmg a CO exemption will be much stronger.

(0u need to build a paper trail and document everything
:ossnble that could help define you as a person who could
0t goto'war ifyou goto any anti-war events, document
hem somehow as proof that you went, keep the flyers,
rave our photo taken at the event, etc. They basically
vant to dei that you are ' genuinely opposed to war, and not
ust’ some dy who doésn’t want to fight. You must be
)pposed to all wars, this doesn’t mean you can't use vio-
ence in personafself defense.

co‘mplefed most of the steps outlined above, based on
vhat | knew at the time (remember, in 1992 the world-wide
veb was fledgling at best.)

\t step 3, | tried talking to my rabbi about my CO status.
4 Unfortunately for me, he had been
K4 an active member of the mili-
tary at one time and was unwill-

ey ing) t0 help me. This was the
|last straw for my Judaism for a
" while, and | left off going to syn-
4 agogue for years to come. BUT, |
\ did have the help of the cantor,
and a Unitarian minister, and
a couple of great adult friends
" who wrote supporting letters for my
claim.

5 this day, | can remember how nervous | was on the day |
lled out my SS form. | walked to the post office, got the
wm, and filled it out. There was no space on the form to
eclare my CO status, so | wrote it along one edge. | made
copy of it, and then turned the original in at the window. |
an remember the postman at the window looking at it
eirdly, and asking me about it. | told him that | was regis-
ring as a conséiehtiqus objector. | think part of his looking
skance was because we were in a time of peace. The Gulf
ar | was over, and we had not yet gotten involved in

2 Somalia, Kosovo, or anywhere else (except for all the

_away, it still pitc

‘pants. Maybe |

More and more

I Know THAT |
my cock is there, QITY -fe'nsu[nq
worl(lng its way THe qennen;—
under my skin and FUCKING O

into my psyche. ITMMORE@.THAQN THE
Even when the sil- COCK. l" ' l.uas
icone dong is BORN U."TH a
thousands of mllesneo, COCK,

.. woulp pnoaaslu
Be fantasizing

aBourt my sofr

Rolling cunves. |

es a tent in my

am sliding my fin-
gers deftly into the silken folds of her radiant
cunt, but as | am fucking her in the fantasy of
my mind, | can feel the ridges of my silicone
cock throbbing between the fingers-of my
empty palm. Sometimes | wonder how |
would feel about it if | had a real cock. But |
don't want a real cock, | like the one | have, or
let's be honest here, | like the half-dozen
cocks that | already |1ave at my disposal. |
l(now that l'am l:ehshmg the genderFuclcmg far
more than the cock. If | was born with a real

i cock | would probab’y be fantas:z-

21
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BY mise alTHaea
Sat, January 7, 2006 - 1:03 PM

‘4)' silicone cock is hard, so hard that my cunt

omes to a screeching train-wreck of sensa-
ion in my pants. | know that it's just a tool for
ne to wrap my aglle body around, but it's also
ne that | like. It sits comfortably in my har-
iess, ha‘nglng;_ merrnly next to the screwc]rlver.

nd the haiter.

er. | seem to alwaysdrag it out

1the ’queeresf‘df circumstances, Ieavi‘ng me
b “ecl ancl heady unJer the

Ak Pedpitia o

regsang {ense|y agams{ the fabric of my sailor

iit, or the way that dyke couldn’t keep her
a'nd’s""off‘:bf“hﬁé, let{iﬁg her fingers dance and
eave Beiween my hard cock and my hard

it. And yel I slide.in and out of my harness
will, slipping and sliding between genders
id roles, sexes dnd lovers like those well
bed Rn‘gel’j’s sliding deftly into my ass as |

O come asain and asain.

places where the US had soldiers working to topple
“unfriendly” governments).

About the same time all of this was happehirg, | kept get-
ting calls from recruiters for the various branches of the mil-
itary. | kept asking them to remove my name from their
lists, but they seemed to not hear me. Ultimately, | started .
telling them a small white lie, basically that | was gay, and

~ s00n after the phone calls stopped.

At this point, | am still a CO, and believe that other COs, -
especially those who discover their conscience while in the .
military are the biggest patriots and heros in our nations. If

- you are male, and 17, or know someone who is, please share

this with them. The small amount of time and energy it
takes to file a CO claim is worth a lifetime of peace.

Some Resources:

Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors
405 14th Street #205

Oakland, CA 94612

510-465-1617

Fax 510 465-2459

4 [

1515 Cherry St
Philadelphia, PA 19102
215-563-8787

Fax 215-567-2096

Center on Conscience & War

1830 Connecticut Avenue NW

-Washington, D€ 20009

Telephone; (202} 483-2220 | 1-800-379-2679
Fax: (202) 483-1246

Ain’t Gonna Study War No More:
The Story Of America’s Peace Seekers
by leton Metzer - ISBN 0375922601

-Henery Dawd Thoreau oni. CM! Disobedience

http://ese‘rvgr.org/thoi‘ea’u/c ivii.html

Emma Goldman on No-Conscription
http://WWw.jwa.org/exhibits/wov/goldman/noconscript.h'qml .
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HANDS OFF!

Unless Theyre Mine
by J*K

| have been intentionally celibate since the end of
December ‘0O5. This is the longest period of time |
have gone without sex (let’s define that as penetra-
tion, not a make-out session) in my adult life. Not
a bad track record, considering I’'m 37 years old.
And, this has been by choice, not for lack of oppor-
tunity, if ya know what | mean.

So why would a fully-functioning, sexually mature,
body-confident woman in the prime of her sexual
life go down this road?

Well, | had the most heart-wrenching break-up I've
ever had in my life, over the holidays no less.
Traditional wisdom would say, “Girl, you just need
to go out and get yourseif laid!” Part of my mind
agreed with that, because grief, being a powerful
emotion, had the curious effect of being arousing
and | longed for a respite from the raw emotions

that washed over me. . .

But my body is wiser. It pulled back into itself,
curled up with its tail wrapped around for comfort,
and a “Do Not Cross” sign posted loud and clear.
My body did not want to learn the
shape of another or have to give..any-
thing. | gave and it was rejected, and
fuck it, | just don't want to give right
now.

Healing is required. A cast
immobilizes the injured area so
in secret, under the skin hid-
den away, bone and sinew
and flesh can reweave
and reinvent itself,
there in the dark
away from view. So it is with
ny body. This trauma to my
J0dy, in the form of sudden
-emoval from my beloved, precipi-
-ated the need to crawl back into
3 safe and dark and secret space
14 to mend and heal.

Being Bought- Aint _That«---Bad

The other night | drove over an hour to a E]Xy tourxXg
with his band. After mindless hours-drinking-beer and:sticking:-
keys up my nose, |'ended Up in ahotel bed with the boy o‘?.-'.t-
boring as heil sex, he managed to call me Meredith, his:giri- “what-
ever in NYC, Had | not known of her, | wouldn't have reacted the
way | did. But | wasn't mad. | was amused and empowered to call
him out on his coke-blown brain meanderings.

Yes, and if that wasn't enough from him, he went on to
refer to me as being a whore.

As | stumbled into the bathroom he asked me, “How
does it feel to be bought?” | said, “Not that bad!”

I mean really. He could not make me feel ashamed of any
of my actions. His logic was since he paid extra money. to have a

" hotel room for us to share without his band members present

7

°

a

~ whore. You can't even keep your pants on while 6h th oad;all:

then | was automatlcally the whore in thessituation: If his-logic is
sound, well then | have no qualms.

Beyond'my deal with himi, | have always fantasized
about being a prostitute, a stripper, or a nude model. | remember
sitting in a Prostitute Literature class praising the prostitute in
Adios Muchachos. She is powerful, beautiful, and taking advan-
tage of horny clueless man around Latin Am 4 T

| read @ memoir of a farmer stripg
pages | put myself in her shoes wonderig
situations she put herself in. For many
work in the sex industry. So all &
very recent past—living it out 4]

| was clear in expressi
think he was a bit let down | did
Could it have been his way of'
calling me by the name
sure backfired, '
Fallmg back

his heart better than me say
know, like he was the one v

the warm body next o him. Th e

the while some sad girl sits in NYC writing poetry about you, hop-
ing you'll return soon., And he couldn’t even pull thé infidelity off
smoothly.

Oh the joy | would get from sendmg her my report from
the hotel bed. But no, | have too much. fun with.him, He helps.me,
personify the erotica | have written in my head for myself To let
that go would give my sex life a real dent. - .

So the next morning, after him pleading for me to come
back for dinner, | told him | had a life. | gathered mythings threw
a newspaper at him and told him to get educated. The way it
came out of my mouth was in a sarcastic mannér. But that pas-
sive-violence was real. He just is too shallow to realize'it. As |
wandered down to the elevator | thought about the paper | had
to write for class that night. You see, being a whore with.no name
ain't that bad. | forgot about that role of mine by the time the
valet pulled my car up. 19



People use all kinds of distractions to avoid the
grief process: shopping, drinking, getting high, get-
ting laid. |am glad that |, at last, have the aware-
ness to know-that 't j

can’ t;nge ustlce to-another
person’s feelings and needs right now and realize
that it is just not right to use another in that capaci-
ty, even if they volunteer for the job (which is self-
abnegation, in my mind).

When | do dec1de to unite with another wanting
body —and | w1l| ~ | anticipate it being an explosive
experience, Or, perhaps it will be a gentle and
soothlng evening of explonng tender new skin that
grew gver the places that my former lover left
rough and tumbled.. Either way, | will know when |
am ready to give without it being about distracting
myself from p_’wm

Until that time of résolution (look at that word as
re-soulutioh, finding a new soulful solutiony; |

remain,

Celibately yours,

=

Do e
IBSQOB'

t6 erefite. In curating such a unique
i opprooch that respects the dlversrty
eodmg queer )

of the collectlon “with liiks: allowmg u,sers to dOWnload electromc coples of -
zines. By providing access ta the histarical canon of queer zines we hope to
make them niore, accessible to diverse communities and reach wider -audi-*
2nces.

8

Quite frankly, who would want to be involved with
me right now? [ sure wouldn't. One thing | know
for sure, the “transition person” is not an old wives’
tale (fook- inte the-erigins of that expression, which
is a whole other topic | won't even touch now). Itis
for real, and no one should have to unwittingly or
unwillingly play that role..as | did for the past year.

I need to be my transition person.

5o there won't be any rolling around my king-size
bed, or fumbling in back seats, or groping madly in
.,the theater until the “All clear!” sounds. It wouldn’t
be fair: to myself, and definitely, certainly, absolute-
ly not fair to my. partner.

I think this means I'm a grown-up.

| just got the invitation to my 20th high school
reunion, and so it is a good thlng that'as | stand at

the precipice known as midlife, | am, indeed, a
grown-up. :

But, damn, | miss sex and thank goddess for vibra-
tors! | still have a powerful sex drive, especially in
the burgeoning of spring, and | am not depriving .
“myself of pleasure. Quite the opposite,in facti It xs'
a private matter, between my clit and myselif and”
untll | want to share it with another after - far after
< this private pain has found resolution,’it WI”

‘remain a private affair.

l amhaving an affair with myself. | Iove thatidea: |
am; resurrectmg how [ flirt. | am redlscovenng my -
st'rength and sense of humer. .| am awakemng.all of
'y sensial senses that respomd to food and ¢
‘and the smell of mud. And it fucking fee}s good |

Iove waklng up alone, but not Ionely

“There are some ancient schools of thought that

advocate celibacy asa way of: retamlng personal
power, and ['have to say that my experience these
few months would tell me that there is some essen-
tial truth to it. | am becoming more powerful than
the obstacles that lie in my path, all on my own. All
on my-own, table for one, going it alone..this is
important to claim, not as a stigma but as a warrior

cry.

continved on o. 18 15
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